Book Review on: “Literacy: Reading the Word and the World” by Paulo Freire and Donald Macedo

“Language and reality are dynamically interconnected” (p. 29).

This text written by Paulo Friere and Donaldo Macedo is a text that asks the question, what is literacy?  The author, Paulo Friere (1927-1997) has been one of the most prolific writers in education.  Born and raised in Brazil, Friere has written many books, all of which have had a particular focus on those who are oppressed.  Some of his most famous books have been, “The Pedagogy of the Oppressed” and the book, “Literacy:  Reading the Word and the World,” where he is interviewed by Donald Macedo.


“Literacy:  Reading the Word and the World,” is a book in which Friere emphasizes that in order to truly engage in literacy in the classroom students must read the world before reading the word.  What is meant by that is that students in a class must be able to relate whatever text they are reading first to their world in order to understand the words on the page, “the act of reading occurred in my experience: first, reading the world, the tiny world in which I moved; afterward, reading the word, not always the word-world in my course of schooling,” (p. 29).


This text encourages educators to, “develop pedagogies that allow them to assert their own voices while still being able to encourage students to affirm, tell, and retell their personal narratives by exercising their own voices,” (p. 23).  Friere believes that there has to be a balance between the teacher and student where both can feel included in the classroom environment and subject matter.  Within this, it is the hope that teachers can start to recognize, “how they often silence students, even when they act out of the best of intentions,” (p. 23) and take steps to change.


As an educator, these are tools that you can use to connect students to change.  This is a great book to delve into as it will truly engage you in the process of reflection with regards to your teaching practice.  In the meantime, remember that in all that you do in your classroom, as Freire states, “reading the world always precedes reading the word, and reading the word implies continually reading the world” (p. 35).
