Me2We Day: Power to Make Change….NOW!
Last year ESC was fortunate enough to attend National Me to We Day which is, an event for over 7,500 youth across Ontario. Craig and Marc Keilburger designed the event in hopes of inspiring young people to change the world. Free the Children, a non-profit organization, was formed by Craig Keilburger when he was just 12 years old. He found a newspaper article in the Toronto Star of a young boy in Pakistan named Iqbal Masih who was murdered in for speaking out against child labour. Craig took a pilgrimage to India to witness child labour and obtain more information about child poverty. He came back to Canada, formed Free the Children and has dedicated his life to eradicating child labour and providing education and sustainable lives for impoverished communities. 

Being 26 years of age, Craig still has a great connection to the youth. Together with his brother Marc, they created the concept of Me2We. They feel that our generation has been living for individual needs and consequently communities and children locally and around the world have been left behind. The book Me 2 We as discussed previously talks about how living a life with character is more of a measure of success than your financial feats. Spending time with your families and communities is far more important that material commodities. 

The energy at Ricoh Coliseum was unimaginable. The stadium was filled with enthusiastic youth all wearing shirts labeled Me2We! They listened to speaker after speaker who each had the same message, everyone in the room has the power to change the world. The speakers each attempted to share how their experiences of giving to others positively impacted lives and also made the world a better place. Last year, Irshad Manji, a muslim women who spoke for women’s rights, other icons included Romeo Dallaire as well as Mark Tewksbury who shared that being homosexual was not welcomed but choosing to stand is always worth risk. This year Sol Guy returned to enlighten us about people who give that are living in extreme circumstances. Canadian Idol Judge Farley Flex, politician Justin Trudeau, actress Mia Farrow, and Oprah Winfery’s most sought after interior designer Nate Berkus opened themselves to paint a portrait of how serving humanity will have profound effects on your soul. 

This year, Free the Children had to deal with an overwhelming response of schools who wanted to be a part of the event. Representatives stated that the Air Canada Centre could have easily been filled this year. Free the Children sponsors the event in hopes to attract young people to give back to the world. Last year it worked…as a result of National Me 2 We Day, over 50 schools were built, 10 clean water projects were implemented, and more than 200 alternative income projects were created all over the globe. This year each registration was coupled with a mandatory selection for which initiative your school wanted to commit and raise funds for Free the Children. 

There was an increased number of musical guests, however Free the Children were very careful in who they selected, Louise Kent, Crash Parallel and Sarah McLachlan were the three main artists who all are dedicated to creating music to promote change. The kids were engaged, dancing and excited to be a part of the Me2We movement. Free the Children has confirmed the Dalai Lama for the inaugural Me2We in Vancouver and has officially booked the Air Canada Centre for 2009. Free the Children is now the biggest children’s helping children charity in the world. This has now resulted in dozens of corporations and media sponsors that have catapulted this not for profit organization to another level. Although there was more of a corporate feel throughout the event, it is undenialable that this attention will hopefully have a worldwide impact of attracting more people to give to those in need. 

Educators have to take this back to the classroom with critical questions that must be asked to children in order for them to fully understand poverty. Why is there a disproportional amount of visible minorities in poverty? In countries that Free the Children assist, is the entire country poor? Why are so many people poor in those countries? Why do we see overwhelmingly white populations going over to developing countries to make change? How accessible is Free the Children international trips? These are complex questions that are not black and white, however, ensuring that our students acquire the necessary education about global poverty such issues are important to discuss. 

ESC has been involved with such initiatives and created Me2We Clubs at our respective schools. The challenge of fundraising in our schools continues to persist however the collaboration among students and staff has the ability to increase awareness of social justice issues and allows the children to realize that they have the power to make a difference. Me2We is also the reason ESC was created, we got inspired to make change to bring like minded people together than can shift people’s thinking. Change can happen!
